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to be dragged along in the carriages. Mignon too ran forward by
his side, proud of the hanger, which, when the party were all arm-
ing, she would not go without. Around her hat she had bound
the pearl necklace, one of Mariana's reliques, which "Wilhelm still
possessed. Friedrich, the fak-haired boy, earned Laertes' gun.
The Harper had the most pacific look; his long cloak was tucked
up within his girdle, to let him walk more freely; he leaned upon
a knotty staff; his harp had been left behind him in the carriage.

Immediately on reaching the summit of the height, a task not
without its difficulties, our party recognised the appointed spot, by
the fine beech-trees which encircled and screened it. A spacious
green, sloping softly in the middle of the forest, invited one to
tarry; a trimly-bordered well offered the most grateful refresh-
ment; and on the farther side, through chasms in the mountains,
and over the tops of the woods, appeared a landscape distant,
lovely, full of hope. Hamlets and mills were lying in the bottoms,
villages upon the plain; and a new chain of mountains, visible in
the distance, made the prospect still more significant of hope, for
they entered only like a soft limitation.

The first comers took possession of the place ; rested a while
in the shade, lighted a fire, and so awaited, singing as they
worked, the remainder of the party; who by degrees arrived, and
with one accord saluted the place, the lovely weather, and the
still lovelier scene.

CHAPTER V.

IF our friends had frequently enjoyed a good and merry hour
together while within four walls, they were naturally much gayer
here, where the freedom of the sky and the beauty of the place
seemed as it were to purify the feelings of every one. All felt
nearer to each other; all wished that they might pass their whole
lives in so pleasant an abode. They envied hunters, charcoal-men
and wood-cutters; people whom their calling constantly retains in
such happy places : but, above all, they prized the delicious eco-
nomy of a band of gipsies. They envied these wonderful com-
panions, entitled to enjoy in blissful idleness all the adventurous
charms of nature; they rejoiced at being in some degree like
'them.

Meanwhile the women had begun to boil potatoes; and to un-
wrap and get ready the victuals brought along with them. Some